
LPCP HIGHLIGHTS 

Growing Times 

TEACHER  NEWSLETTER  

April 5th—9th is Spring 

Break.  No classes. 

April 12th—Board meeting 

6:30-8:30.  Tea and cookies 

will be served.  Come and 

see what being a member of 

the Board is all about! 

April 22nd—All School 

Membership Meeting 6:15—

8:30pm. 

April 28th—LifeTouch Pho-

tography will be at our 

school for 

class and 

individual 

photos.  

Talk with 

your class 

rep for more details. 

April 29th and 30th—Field 

trips to the Monarch Sculp-

ture park. 
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APRIL BIRTH-

DAYS! 

 

Olivia G (BB) 
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Incredible LPCP Families! 

The month of April brings us many concepts relating to a farm...the food raised and grown and 

of course, all of the mainly endearing animals.  Louise and Ann will start out the month for me 

and I'll end it by investigating the "Wild, Wild West", cowboys and cowgirls included, partners. 

We'll be working on new sign language for farm and the animals as well as the written words.  

We are practicing writing our letters and the sounds of the beginnings of names and some 

words.  We will also be working on patterns with our pattern blocks and other manipulatives; 

and practicing sequencing, too. 

 

Our flannel board will have a barn, tractor and farm animals to play with and discuss.  There 

will be cornmeal in the sensory tub and we'll be exploring GAK and possibly "rainbow stew" 

for science. 

 

The children are just "blooming" so quickly this time of year, that they continue to amaze me 

with their language development and ability to "use their words".  Good job, families!!! 

Our field trip will be at the end of the month on the 29th for the Grasshopper and Dragonfly 

classes and on the 30th for the Bumblebee and Butterfly classes.  We will be going to the Mon-

arch Sculpture Park off of Waldrick Road.  It's a great park with many forms of art mediums 

and an amphitheatre and "hands on" wind chime section that the children will enjoy loudly. 

Thank you for still sharing your children with me.  They keep me smiling and laughing con-

tinually! 

Vicki 

The best thing to 

spend on your 

children is your 

time.ò 

   -Louise Hart  
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 *All School Annual Membership Meeting April 22nd 6:15-7:30* 

*******Guest Speaker 7:30 -8:30 Door Prize and Dessert!*******  

       Submitted by Karen Anderson Parent Education Instructor SPSCC 

Dear Coop Families, as we near the end of the school year, the current membership comes together to participate in the Annual 

meeting.   The Bylaws, which are the rules that govern our nonprofit organization, state in article 5 section 5.1 thatò The annual 

meeting of the members shall be held in the month of April of each year.ò We need your presence at this meeting, as one of our 

tasks as a membership is to vote in new board members for the 2010 school year. A quorum is needed of at least 2/3 of the 

membership to vote them in and keep our organization in compliance with the bylaws.  The new board members will be taking 

over in June. You will be given a paper ballot when you arrive. All ballots will be tallied immediately to make sure we have a 

quorum so our new officers can be installed and welcomed for the coming school year. In addition it will be a time to acknowl-

edge and thank this years board volunteers and alumni parents who have donated their time to keep the business aspects of the 

school running. 

In addition to voting in new officers, we need your votes to make any changes in the bylaws. There will be at least one change 

that we need your vote on that will appear on the ballot form. 

Because we are a non- profit and the tuition that we receive covers basic operating expenses, we depend on fundraising to get 

equipment and materials for the preschool, as well as provide funds for scholarships to families that otherwise would not be 

able to provide a preschool experience for their child. We will have time at the meeting to discuss the spring fundraiser and 

hope that it will be huge success so that children in years to come will be able to benefit from all of your efforts. Did you know 

that most of our new materials and equipment for all the classes were purchased from funds that were raised by members of 

years past? This years members can help to ensure that funds will be available for next years children as well by participating 

in helping to replenish those funds. 

As a coop, the current membership participates in publicity events to ensure that we get the word out to the Lacey Community 

about our preschool. We will be sharing upcoming opportunities that we will be doing to get the word out about Lacey Coop 

Preschool.  

Do you have an issue or a topic you would like to share with the group? There will be time for an open forum to share any is-

sues you may have. 

After our business, the Parent Education Speaker Debe Gaffeny will be sharing information on Kindergarten and how to help 

your child make that transition. Those parents who are not interested in staying for this portion of the meeting are free to leave. 

If you plan on attending this meeting please sign up on the ñKindergarten Informationò sign up sheet on the Parent Education 

Board. Debe needs to know how many booklets and handouts to bring. 

Childcare will be available on a limited first come first serve basis. The suggested donation is $8.00 for 2 hours or $4.00 for 1 

hour. Because the preschool classrooms are not safe or set up for children younger than 2 years of age we can only accommo-

date children ages 2 and up. 

There will be a sign up sheet in the hallway. 

Please arrive to the meeting if possible prior to 6:15 as we have a full agenda and will begin promptly. 

 Thank you for your time in attending.  In a coop, the members are what make it all work! 

 

April 22nd Meeting Agenda: 
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6:15-6:30 Arrival time. Dessert and refreshments, fill out ballots. 

6:30- Welcome from Board Chair Anjee Zable; Acknowledge this years Board Members 

6:40   Spring Fundraiser Update 

6:50   Open forum to discuss Preschoolðany issues/ feedback 

7:10   Upcoming Publicity needs and Opportunities 

7:15   Summer Park Day announcement and all school end of the year field trip 

7:20   Welcome new Board Officers for the upcoming school year 

7:25   Door prize Give-a-way 

7:30   Meeting Adjourned  

7:30   Kindergarten Meeting Guest Speaker 

Kindergarten Information Night  

April 22 nd At The Preschool 7:30 pm after the General Membership Meeting. 

Guest Speaker Debbie Gaffney Education Specialist from the North Thurston School District 

¶ How can you tell if your child is ready for Kindergarten? 

¶ Is it better to send them or wait a year if they have a late summer birthday? 

¶ What should you be doing, if anything, over the summer to help prepare your child for Kindergarten?ò 

¶ Have you been anticipating how you will handle this separation from your child? 

¶ What do Kindergarten Teachers expect children to know before entering Kindergarten? 

¶ Have you been wondering what kinds of volunteer opportunities are available to help in the classroom 

at your childôs school? 

¶ Have you been wondering what kinds of things you can do as a parent to help your child transition 

into Kindergarten? 

These questions and more will be answered by Debbie Gaffney who spent 18 years as a Kindergarten 

Teacher in the North Thurston Schools and is currently the Education Specialist. All interested parents 

are invited to attend whether your child will be going next year or not. Counts as 

a Parent Ed meeting credit or make up for a missed meeting.  

 

Congratulations Preschool graduates! 



 

Whining Woes 

Adapted from articles By Deb Sheehan and Paula Spencer 

Submitted by Karen Anderson SPSCC Advisor  

What can a parent do when their child begins to whine when trying to communicate their needs? Deb Sheehan 

noted child development expert says, ñThere are a number of theories out there on why kids whine.  The one that 

rings true to me is that children learn that whining is the best way to get a parentôs attention. Even with our best 

intentions, we donôt always pay as much attention to our kids as they would like.  But the sound of whining is so 

grating to our adult ears that we usually have no choice but to stop and listen. Regardless of the cause, most ex-

perts agree that children usually start to whine about the age of three and, with some parental guidance, can learn 

to use other methods of communication by school age.  But beware; some kids grow into adults who whine!  

(Know any?)ò 

Here are some ideas to help your kids stop whining: 

1. If whining is related to a need for more attention, unsolicited and undivided attention from you on a regular 

basis is a great start. Schedule regular play dates with your son or daughter in which they set the agenda. 

2. Make an effort to respond to your kids the first time they ask a question or look for your attention.  This 

doesnôt mean that you have to drop everything youôre doing to answer right away.  But a simple ñ I hear you 

and will be right with you ñor ñIôm busy, just a secondò will do.  This quick response will let him know you 

heard him and that he doesnôt have to whine to get a response. 

3. Make sure he knows what you mean by whining, mimic that tone and explain to him that this is what whin-

ing sounds like. 

4. When they do whine, ask them to stop and tell them, ñI love you, but your whining hurts my ears, I will an-
swer you when you can speak without whining,ò Don't engage in a conversation with them until they stop.  

Repeat this until they get the message. Say, ñWhen you can stop whining let me know and we can talk about 

it.ò Or, ñI will listen when you stop whining.ò 

5. Make the no-whining rule more fun by making up hand signals that only you and your kids recognize to let 

them know when they are whining like putting your hand on your ears and wincing. 

6. Provide positive reinforcement when they donôt whine.  This is a sure-fire way to lower the incidence of 

whining in your house.  Look for moments when they are not whining and tell them you noticed, then thank 

them. 
Paula Spencer from Parenting Magazine writes, ñFunny how kidôs demands escalate the minute youôre on the 

phone or doing anything that diverts your attention from them. ñAs one mother says,  ñMy kids whine at the 

busiest times of day.  I refuse to respond until they talk normally.ò Because itôs attention kids want, withholding 

yours until a child uses a polite tone works best. Toddlers and preschoolers can be helped with a prompt: ñYour 

whining.  I canôt help until you talk nicely.ò    

Again let them know by modeling what ñnicely sounds likeò. Preventative measures also buy you time: Let your 

child know youôll be on the phone for a little while, and make sure sheôs happy and busy before you start. Tell 

her that if she needs you, she should interrupt with a polite ñexcuse me,ò but youôll just tune out a whine. Give 

her nonverbal attention periodically, such as a wave or a caress, But be realistic-donôt expect to handle a 20-

minute business call with a preschooler waiting patiently. 

Whatever strategy you choose be consistent.  If youôre consistent nine times and give in on the tenth, youôre un-

doing whatôs gone before. Itôs like gambling, the child realizes, ñAll I have to do is keep pulling the lever and 

eventually Iôll hit the Jackpot!ò  



From the Board Chair... 

Hello families. We are wrapping up another year. A few things as a reminder... If you haven't done your 

work party yet, let your class leader know. Also we all have a Publicity piece to do. There is the Lacey Fun 

Fair in May and our next open house is in June. If you attended more than one work party that will count 

as your Publicity commitment. We have one more fundraiser in May. In your class meetings you should be 

talking about your class theme basket for the raffle. More information to come about our last fundraiser of 

the year. The all member meeting is set for April 22nd at the preschool. This is a very important meeting 

and I really hope to see everyone there. We are gearing up for next school year. If you are wanting a new 

job in the school please contact me. The goal is to get everyone in a job you will really love doing. Classes 

are filling up for next year and we are all excited. If you haven't signed up yet, then please do. We are trying 

to make our school a wonderful place to be. We are looking for fresh faces on the Board. Join us on April 

12th at 6:30pm for tea and cookies. Thanks so much everyone for all your hard work. Happy Spring! 

 

Anjee Zable  

soanjee@hotmail.com  

406-208-2845  

May 1st - Yard Sale/Bake Sale/Raffle 

  

May 1st will be our spring fundraising event at the school.  We will have one big event including a yard 

sale, bake sale and gift basket raffle.  Here's how you can participate: 

  

1.  Donate gently used items for the yard sale.   

2.  Bake some goodies to sell at the yard sale. 

3.  Work with your class to put together a themed gift basket for the raffle. 

4.  Sell raffle tickets. 

5.  Help at the event on May 1st. 

  

We need to get started on this event early to make it a success.  We are trying to raise enough money to pur-

chase a new swing set for the school for the start of class in September.  Please work with your fundraising 

team leader to get started.  We need to have the gift baskets coordinated soon in order to start selling tickets.  

You can also start setting yard sale items aside.  Because the school is so small, please hang on to your yard 

sale items until the day before the event. 

  

Remember - each family must participate in fundraising for the school.  If you participated in one of our 

previous events - Thank You!  If you haven't yet, the May 1st event is a great way to meet your requirement.  

If you do not want to participate in fundraising, you can contribute $100 toward the school directly. 

  

Fundraising Team, 

Leslie Connelly 

Allison Morrell 

Kelsey Munroe 

Celeste Wilde 



March 2010 Board Minutes  

Lacey Parent Cooperative Preschool  

Board Meeting minutes for March 8, 2010  

Present:  Anjee Zable, Marissa Dobry, Vicki Hanauer, Paula Lake, Karen Anderson, Alicia Boyce, Louise McKee, Kira Acker.  

Absent:  Dottie Wilson, Elizabeth Swanson, Michele Martin, Mary Tracy, Angelita Rabang, Leslie Connelly, and Val Hines.  

The February board minutes are to be sent out in e-mail to be approved.  

Team Leader Report:   

Anjee Zable (Bumblebee)- The Bumblebee class is at twelve students.   There has been progress made with adding a third parent helper 

on days that there are more students.  

Alicia Boyce (GH Team Leader)-  Grasshopper is doing well.  Their class meeting will be held on the 30th of March.  

Louise McKee (Caterpillar) - Besides battling the illnesses they are doing well.  The theme for this month will be farms.  Schilter farms 

no longer does spring visits.  Teacher Louise and the library are scheduling a day to do a toddler day.  The date is still to be determined.  

The Tooth Fairy will be visiting.  

Paula Lake (Butterfly)- Class is running 8-11 students.  

Vicki Hanauer (Dragonfly)- Isabel will be leaving due to the afternoon schedule.  Dragonfly is back to four students  

Teacher Report (Vicki Hanauer) - Vicki has been going through the cupboards to find games.  Working on putting their toys and games 

away.  Ann Willis will be covering for Teacher Vicki Monday March 22nd.  Bumblebee, Dragonfly, and Butterfly will be visiting the 

Swan Town Marina.  Conference signups will be in the hall.  Conferences will be held Monday the 22nd through the 25th.  Vicki is 

requesting a new rug for manipulative room.  She is also asking for buckets for storage.  Alicia agreed to save her kitty litter buckets.  

There is no date set for the Wind Chime Park.  April 1st through the 23rd Louise McKee and Ann Willis will be substituting while 

Vicki is gone.   

Registrar Report (Alicia Boyce)-  What are the minimums for registration paperwork?  Forms for parents to fill out for this year will be 

a four part form.  Team leaders need to make sure all information is filled out correctly and all is complete.  

Registered students to date:  

3              9              Caterpillar  

3              13           Grasshopper  

3              15           Butterfly  

11           15           Bumblebee  

0                              Dragonflies  

Val will update the jobs and will be rewording them in April.  

Deadlines for newsletter and website will be the 27th of March.  

Anjee Zable will need to go to the bank to switch over names.  It will be switched from Renee Woodring to Anjee Zable.  

   

The open house will be on March 13th from 10am-1pm.  Teacher Louise asks that parents and potential students know that the two 

year classes are held in the gym.  Louise is going set up gym like a preschool day for the caterpillars.  Vicki is to set up the 3’s and 4’s 

like a preschool day.   

Fundraising (Anjee Zable for Leslie Connelly)-  $340 were raised at out Bingo Night.  Thanks to all of the families who donated.  Party 

light raised $613.   

Publicity (Robin Krause) - The school is being advertised.  Karen mentioned that the May Lacy Fun Fair Is on the 15th and 16th of 

May.  This will be Saturday and Sunday from 10am-4pm.  

Huntamer Park (Lacey Community Market)- July 10th will be Home and Garden Day, August 14th will be Pet Day, and September 

11th will be Family Day.  

For those who are unaware there is a requirement by the preschool that each family is to participate in two hours of publicity.  

March 15th is Parent Education night.  Candyce Bolinger will be speaking on Positive discipline strategies.  There will be a sign up for 

child care in the preschools hallway.  

April 19th there will be recruitment night for possible new board members who are interested.  Come see how the board works.  

Karen- Volunteers for a budgeting committee will be needed.   

The church did give approval for the preschool to use the school for the summer.  They also approved a second class for the Caterpil-

lars.  

Anjee- Lifetouch Pictures will be coming on April 28th @11am.   

Summer program- A vote will be needed to approve.  At least eight kids need to be enrolled to break even.  There will be a 8-1 and 10-2 

parent student ratio.  The church has agreed to $100 per week.  

Parent helpers will get paid but will need to be approved by the board.  

Treasurer Report (Kira Acker)-  $2,245 was fined by the IRS due to paid late taxes.  There is $28,000 in savings combined CD/money 

market with a total of $34,368.  There is a total of $1,548 in checking after bills.   

We will not decrease Teacher Vicki’s benefit bonus due to enrollment. 


