
LPCP HIGHLIGHTS 

Growing Times 

TEACHER  NEWSLETTER  

Open Enrollment begins 

March 1st.  Pass along the 

news to anyone you know 

who might be interested in 

joining our preschool. 

Work Party  on Saturday, 

March 6th from 10am—

1pm.  Remember, this could 

count toward your work 

party commitment for the 

year! 

Open 

House 

on 

Satur-

day, 

March 

13th 

from 10 am—1pm. 

Daylight Savings Time Be-

gins on Sunday, March 

14th.  Set your clocks ahead. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

will be held the last week in 

March.   

Class Meetings will be held 

this month.  See page 2 for 

the specific date and time 

that your class will meet. 
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Happy Spring LPCP Members! 

We will be studying dinosaurs and insects during the month of March, so beware of crawly (NOT 

creepy..) things and huge, toothy beasts.  The vocabulary will take off and the pictures around the rooms 

will be fun and hopefully inspiring for many conversations among our budding scholars! 

We will be working on 1-1 correspondence, sequencing and patterns.  We will be making fossils, dissect-

ing them and comparing insects species and many types of dinosaurs. 

The Bumblebee Class will be going to Swantown Marina and Boatyard on Monday the 22nd and meet 

there @ 9:15 sharp.  We'll watch a 50+ foot yacht being either lowered or raised to the water on their spe-

cial ramp and hopefully go inside a boat shop to look at how boats are repaired.  The afternoon Butterfly 

Class will witness the same in the afternoon @ 1:00 on the 22nd and the DRAGONFLY Class will also 

attend in the afternoon with the Butterfly Class. 

The Grasshopper Class will take a field trip to the Hawke's Prairie Safeway on Thursday the 25th @ 9:30 

for a complete tour.  (Thanks to Melissa Graves!) 

The "Tooth Fairy" will be visiting our school Monday the 15th of March @ 10:45 and 12:30 and on Tues-

day,  March 16th @10:45 and 12:30 to teach us how to take care of our teeth.  She will be fully attired and 

very informative and educational. 

The final bit of information is that I will be scheduling conferences the last week of March.  There will be 

sign-ups at school and I'll offer them after school on Mon.-Thurs. for your conveniences.  I will also be 

available for phone conferences if that's easier. 

Thanks to one and all for the way the preschool's coming together.  The hall and room cabinets are won-

derful!!!  If any of you have any input/ideas on room set-ups (like them/don't think they're working) 

PLEASE share with me.  I'm always happy for "new eyes" to look at other ideas. 

AND thanks for always sharing your incredible children with me.... 

Vicki 

ITõS A BOY! 

 

Kelly Mitzel, your Caterpillar 

class team leader, and family 

welcomed a baby boy, Ethan 

on February 5th.  Ethan 

weighed in at 5 lbs 7 oz and 

was 18 

inches long.  

Congratula-

tions Mitzel 

family!! 
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ñPositive Discipline Options That Workò ͖ 

An experiential workshop designed to give parents the philosophy and goal of using positive discipline with a toolbox of tech-

niques to work with. ͖  

South Puget Sound College Presents... 

An Evening with Guest Speaker Candyce Bollinger 

Monday Night March 15th at the Lacey Parent Cooperative Preschool 6:30 pm- 8:00 pm  

The Parent Education Department at South Puget Sound College will host a Parent Education Night at the Lacey Parent 

Cooperative Preschool. Parents from all four college affiliated preschools in Olympia and Lacey are invited to attend. 

This will count as a Parent Education Credit for March. Ms. Bollinger has been our most popular guest speaker in past 

years. She will be sharing information on using Positive Discipline Strategies parents can use with their children as well 

as reviewing the 4 styles of discipline. Parents will be able to identify their own style and learn why it is important to not 

rely on just one style, but to incorporate all four. You will also go home with handouts on the material presented in the 

workshop. Her dynamic, interactive and informative approach always leaves parents wanting more. 

Candyce is a family therapist in Olympia and has been an Instructor at South Puget Sound College for over 22 years. 

Her classes for infants and preschoolers and their parents are typically full, with waiting lists. 

You wonôt want to miss the opportunity to learn why just using one discipline strategy does not work.  Mark your calen-

dars now for the date and time for this informative workshop!!!!! 

Childcare will be available on a first come first serve basis for children as space allows. You must register your child to 

reserve a spot in order for them to attend.  

Spring Class Meeting Dates 

Parent Education Topic ñTime Inò 

This will be our last class meeting for the year. 

There will be many items to discuss including end of the year activities, upcoming publicity events, the Spring Fundraising 

event, as well as Teacher time and our parent education topic.  

Our Parent Education Topic will be based on the Book ñTime Inò by Jean Isley Clark.  The book focuses on how to teach chil-

dren to think about their actions and the choices they make. It helps parents to focus on what do when behavior issues oc-

cur and how to help children learn from their misguided behavior.  Parents will learn the 4 steps of ñTime  Inò; ASK, ACT, 

ATTEND, AMEND, that fit together like interchangeable puzzle pieces.   

Grasshopper Class March 30th during Class Time 

Butterfly Class March 31st during Class Time 

Dragonfly Class April 1st during Class Time 

Bumblebee Class April 2nd during Class Time 
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Understanding and Enhancing Literacy For Preschoolers 

Karen Anderson SPSCC Family Educator 

Research has now proven that reading aloud is the single most important activity, along with asking predictive and analytical 

questions, to induce higher levels of thinking. Talking about the story also helps children bridge what is in the story and their 

own lives.  

There is a Literacy Continuum (based on research) that shows us the predictable stages of reading. 

Generally Preschool children are in Phase 1. Kindergarten children are in phase 2, and 1st grade children are in phase 3 

Most children learn to read at age 6 or 7. The appropriate developmental expectation is around age 7.  There is some variation in 

the phases according to individual differences and development. 

Phase 1 is the Preschool Level in which children are developing Awareness and, through exploration, they are building 

the foundations of learning to read and write. Goals for the Preschool child in Phase 1: 

To enhance childrenôs exposure to concepts about print; for children to enjoy listening to storybooks and to be able to discuss 

what they heard.  Encourage them to re-tell a story orally, pictorially and act it out through dramatic play; pretend read or en-

gage in memory reading without tracking the words they are reading. (Pretend reading demonstrates childrenôs knowledge of 

reading and itôs purpose); to make predictions about what might happen next; to understand that print carries a message; engage 

in reading and writing attempts; identify labels and signs in their environment; participate in rhyming games; identify some let-

ters and make some letter-sound matches; use known letters or approximations of letters to represent written language 

(especially meaningful words like their name and phrases such as ñI love youò).  

Phase 2: ñExperimental Reading and Writingò Goals for children in Phase 2: (Kindergartners) 

Children can follow a line of print, can find some words in the text they have memorized as they look at the words in a sentence; 

understands left to right, top and bottom sequences; listens for repetitive parts of a story and chimes in; scans text with the eyes; 

recognizes letters and letter sound matches; shows familiarity with rhyming and beginning sounds; begins to write letters of the 

alphabet and some high use words such as I, Mom and Dad, their name, cat, dog; uses descriptive language to explain and ex-

plore; can retell simple narrative stories. 

Phase 3: ñEarly Reading and Writingò Goals for children in Phase 3: (1st graders) 

Read and re-tell familiar stories; use strategies of re-reading to better understand the text, predicting, questioning, when compre-

hension breaks down; to use reading and writing for various purposes on their own initiative; orally read with reasonable flu-

ency; use letter-sound associations; to use word parts and context to identify new words; sound out and represent all substantial 

sounds in spelling a word; write about topics that are personally meaningful; attempt to use some punctuation and capitaliza-

tion.  

* In Preschool we avoid inappropriate teaching practices suited to older children, which include extensive whole group in-
struction and intensive drill.  
 
 
  
  



 

Resolving Sharing Conflicts in the Classroom 

Submitted by Karen Anderson SPSCC Family Educator 

Try this at home: a simple three-step process that teachers and parents can use to overcome sharing spats. 

By Diane Trister Dodge and Toni S. Bickart  

One of the most common conflicts among preschool children concerns sharing . While the ability to share is im-
portant, it is not always possible for young children. Telling them they have to share is not sufficient. It would be 
relatively quick and simple to solve problems for children, but skilled teachers and parents use conflicts as op-
portunities to teach problem solving skills. Because conflicts often generate strong feelings, it's best to begin by 
giving children strategies for calming down : counting to ten, taking deep breaths, or going to a "calming down" 
place in the classroom to relax on some soft pillows. Here's how a teacher or parent might lead children to a so-
lution by going through a series of specific steps. You can follow the same steps at home. 

Å Define the problem.  Putting an arm around each child, a teacher or parent bends down and says, "I see we 
have a problem here. Tell me about it." Each child gives his or her view of what happened. The teacher or par-
ents then restates what she hears to verify the facts with the children.  

Å Generate solutions.  The next step is to come up with some possible solutions. "Can you think of some ways 
you each could use the truck? With older children you can say,ò I'll write down your ideas and then you can de-
cide which one you want to try first."  

Å Agree on a solution and try it out.  The last step is to agree on which solution to try and let the children know 
they can come back and reevaluate if that solution doesn't work. "OK, so here's what you want to try. You're go-
ing to build a garage together, and then one of you will drive the truck; the other will be the repair person. Then 
you'll switch. I think that's a good solution. If it doesn't work, come back and we can try another idea." 

In classrooms where these steps are taught, children eventually begin resolving conflicts without the teacher or 

parentôs help. Teaching children to resolve conflicts is not only important for their social development, but it pro-

motes cognitive skills as well. Additionally, it leads to a peaceful classroom environment, which is conducive to 

emotional well being and learning.  

Board Positions 2010-2011 We Need 

You!!!!  

It is that time of year when the current board 
begins to ask for volunteers to be on next 
years board to help run the business aspects 
of the preschool. This month all families will 
be receiving information on board positions 
that need to be filled and the recruitment 

process.  

What past board members have said: ñIôve 

enjoyed contributing to our schoolò. Itôs a 

great way to get involved and to get to know 

more preschool familiesò. ñI like being a part 

of the decision making process that positively 

impacts our childrenôs preschool experience!  

Stay tuned for more info!  

College Funds Given to Preschool For 

Equipment. 

Every year the college has given each of the 
Coop preschools money to order materials or 
equipment for the classroom.  Despite budge cuts 
at the college, our program is fortunate to be able 
to continue to dispense these funds to the pre-
schools. This year Lacey Coop will get $219.00. 

Teacher Vicki will be selecting a new water table 

for the classroom. This will be a wonderful addi-

tion to the environment to help strengthen the 

concepts of science and math principles as the 

children experiment with various objects and 

measuring devices.   



Literacy activities to do with preschoolers at home. 

1.  Share books with children, including Big Books, and model reading behaviors. 

2.  Engage children in language games (rhyming games,  finger plays, songs). 

 

3.  Encourage children to experiment with writing.  Provide opportunities for children to draw and print 

using markers, crayons and pencils, chalk and chalkboard, memo boards, computers, and various colors 

and kinds of paper. 

4.  Read and reread favorite stories with predictable text to children. 

5.  Encourage children to recount experiences and describe ideas and events that are important to them. 

6.  Visit the library regularly (this may help develop a lifelong habit of reading, a real purpose as they play and pretend to write). 

8.  Read predictable books.  Children begin to think of themselves as they memorize the story.  

9.  Increase childrenôs vocabulary, and development of comprehension, by re-reading the same stories. Elaborate on new words and 

relate them to the child and their world. New words are learned best when the child can engage with them on a deep level, rather than 

a superficial level. 

10. As you are reading to children point to individual words. Direct childrenôs attention to where a sentence or words begin. 

11. Expose children to the alphabetic principle through alphabet books, puzzles magnetic letters, games, etc. Avoid asking children 

to name the letters such as ñWhat is this letter?ò Rather support their learning by verbalizing that you see an ñSò or a ñTò. Help them 

find the letters in their name. Always be thinking of how to help your child be successful. 

12. Help develop their phonemic awareness through nursery rhymes, word games, and rhyming activities. During the preschool and 

kindergarten years the sound similarities are best achieved from listening to patterned predictable text such as Mother Goose 

Rhymes. 

13. Be a scribe for your child and write down their ideas and words as they tell you a story.  Children learn that their own words can 

be used to communicate with others in print. 

15. When teaching children to print start with upper case letters first and teach one letter at time. Remember that children must have 

mastery over a pencil or other writing tool before they can have the control to write. This means lots of opportunities to use their 

small muscles of the hands to strengthen them. (Play dough, painting, cutting, puzzles, Legoôs etc.) 

16. Write their name on important possessions 

17. Encourage them to find grocery items based on the symbols on the packages. 

18. Give them the junk mail to play with. 

19. Limit Television! Listen to books on tape instead.  Tape our own favorites! 

19. Look through catalogs, magazines, coupon books, or newspapers and cut out pictures of 

things that begin with a certain letter such as B.  Help the children put them together in a 

collage with the letter B displayed prominently. 

20. Collect numerous objects that begin with different sounds and place them in a bag 

marked B . 



...Notes from your Dragonfly REP 

Dear Dragonfly Parents,    

March promises to be fun and inviting with Spring on the 

way... Come join the Dragonfly class on Tuesday and 

Thursday afternoons on the playground (even if you're 

not suppose to parent help). The kids love the one-on-one 

interaction with adults (the more adults on the play-

ground the more one-on-one that can happen)! You can 

play freeze tag, hit a few baseballs, pull out the parachute 

and balls for play, or even pull out the bikes (if teacher 

Vicki approves). Using the under-part of the playground 

equipment is fun for acting out a store (ice cream shop, 

clock repair shop, etc.). If parents initiate the play, the 

kids will follow and adapt the game to their preferences. 

We all love having you here and hope you learn to play as 

our kids play to learn. 

On a side note, it is appreciated by the snack parent for 

any help you may be able to give with the clean-up.. it is 

sometimes difficult to get everything done before 3:00pm 

and arriving 10 min early and offering to help can help to 

strengthen the bonds forged between families at the co-op. 

Thank you all for your continued support.  - Michele 

Martin (DF Class Rep) 

...THIS, THAT AND THE OTHER 

 

Fund Raiser Success!   

Ý A HUGE thanks to all families that participated in the Partylite fund raiser in January and February.  

We sold over $1200 in products and made $613 for the school!  Our efforts will go toward scholarships 

and school supplies.  Those who placed orders can expect them to arrive in the next 2-3 weeks.  Should 

you have any questions you can always contact Paula Lake, 360-459-0105 or 253-209-0477. 

 

Ý LPCP is now on FACEBOOK!  If you are a Facebook junkie (or if you even just go on the site occa-

sionally) become our friend and receive updates and reminders about various preschool activi-

ties!  

 

Ý Parenting Tools Series spring lecture featuring Victoria Tennant on Building Childrenôs Brain Power. Victoria 

spoke last year and was fabulous! Many requested that she return, so come out to hear her on Wednesday, May 

12, 6:30 ï 8:30 p.m. at SPSCC.  

 

Ý On Teaching 

There are times to teach and times not to teach. When relationships are strained and the air is charged with 

emotions, an attempt to teach is often perceived as a form of judgment and rejection. But to take your child 

alone, quietly, when the relationship is good, and to discuss the teaching or the value, seems to have greater 

impact. 

---Stephen Covey   

...A Note from Teacher Louise 

With February ending, our Caterpillar Class, this past 

month, had opportunities to make many pink and purple 

colored heart creations with paint, played with red felt heart 

shapes numbered one to ten, and spent time doctoring a 

variety of stuffed animals.  In addition to our own Valen-

tine’s Day celebration, this month we prepared our own 

cheese and pepperoni pizzas and then, we practiced finger 

painting with vanilla pudding on trays by smearing together 

two colors.  Then last week, our last pink exploration was 

making pink popcorn blossoming trees. It proved to be very 

tricky not to eat glue with the popcorn.    

Traditionally, March is the month that is associated with 

Spring; therefore, we will spend some time on colors em-

phasizing green, weather (rain & wind), and farm animals. 

Furthermore, we will spend more time on shapes, listening 

to stories and music, playing musical instruments, and en-

couraging language development and social skills.  We will 

have a special day this month, a “Breakfast Day” where 

toddlers will have a chance to practice making pancakes and 

juice.  And last of all, hopefully, we will get a chance to visit 

a local animal farm for our class field trip.  It should be a 

fun and exciting month.   Teacher Louise 


