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TEACHER NEWSLETTER

Dearest of LPCP Families,

It's rather sad that this is already the last newsletter of the year. As I reflect on how far we've come since last
September, I realize that you all never fail to amaze me with your commitment and energy. Thank you with all
of my heart and soul :)

May will bring us the wonders of the sea for our theme. We'll have seaweed in the water table, sand to play
with again, lots of shells, sea glass and rocks. We will "listen" to the seashells and learn about the creatures that
live in the sea. We will be investigating squid, looking at their beaks, quills and tentacles. We will sauté them
and also make prints of them. It may be somewhat smelly for a day or two.....The sign language will increase
with "fish, shells, ocean" just to name a few. We will be comparing different fish, shells and even water tem-
peratures and depths, along with the sea life that live in the various parts of the world's oceans.

We will have two field trips. The first will be to the beach at Beachcrest, by Tolmie State Park and Michelle
McDermitt's house. Bumblebee and Butterfly will meet on Monday, May 17th at 9:30 and 1:00. Grasshopper
and Dragonfly will meet on Tuesday, May 18th at 9:30 and 1:00. Dress for the weather and bring boots and a
plastic bag for collecting. Directions will be in your parent files.

The second field trip will be to my house: 7026 46th Ln SE in Lacey just past Timberline High School in the
Glen Terra neighborhood. This will assure the children that I don't live at the school! Bumblebee and Butterfly
will meet Wednesday the 26th at 9:30 and 1:00. Grasshopper and Dragonfly will meet Tuesday the 25th at 9:30
and 1:00. I will provide snack at my house for all classes. Popsicles and popcorn along with water or juice.

‘We will then proceed to Rainier Vista Park for some good climbing and running. It's only a few miles from my
house on Ruddell.

Remember that we'll have summer camps going on with lots of fun and interesting themes!

Thanks for the incredible year, support and hard work all of your have put into LPCP. The success of this
school makes me proud to be a part of this amazing co-op! But mainly, thank you for letting me be a part of
your children's lives. I missed them more than anything on my trip....

Hugs to all. Hope to see many of you next year!!! Vicki



Page 2 Growing Times

...A Note from Teacher Louise
Hello Preschool Families,

In the preschool classes, for the past month, I have had the pleasure of teaching more than the toddler classes. In
these classes, we have primarily focused on a farm related theme. Our farm activities included listening to some
very silly farm animal stories as well as reading and discussing some non-fiction literature about seeds, plants and
vegetables. Additionally, on the topic of farms, we discussed animal differences, sang songs, and moved around to
music, plus much more. The range of art projects included decorating sheep with cotton balls, creating seed col-
lages, vegetable printing, paper weaving and Jell-O finger painting. Furthermore, children learned how to make
homemade biscuits and butter, plant seeds, and play traditional games such as Duck, Duck, Goose.

Thank you to all the parent helpers and others who assisted me with classroom preparations while Vicki was on
vacation. Many of you embraced a different teaching style and helped comfort children while I was teaching.
Again, thank you, it made teaching very satisfying.

Wow! We are about to start our last month of school. Our Caterpillar children are beginning to interact more and
more with each other. Increasingly, they are progressing socially by imitating each other while playing. It is very
satisfying to see each child learning not only academically, but socially as well. Our themes, this month will be
familiar animals such as frogs, fish, and ducks that are featured in many classic stories.

On our first Wednesday in May, we will venture out on a field trip to the Lacey Timberland Library for a special
story time session. The staff was very generous in allowing us a special time for our Caterpillars to come visit. In
addition to our animal theme, our last day of class will include outside time with bubbles, parachute games, chalk,
and snacks. Of course, I am wishing for sunshine.

See you in the park over the summer, Teacher Louise :)

A note from your Board Chair—Hello everyone. A few reminders... If you haven't registered for next year,
please see Alicia Boyce from Grasshopper Class. Spaces are filling up and we want everyone to return for an-
other fun year. A survey went out to everyone on Friday. This survey is to let the Board know how you feel
we're all doing. Please return those by May 15th to your Team Leader. If you need another copy please let me
know and I can get you another. There was also a voting ballot that went in everyone’s pocket who didn't at-
tend the all member meeting. We need to vote in the Board for next year. Please circle your vote and put it
into the folder marked Votes for Board Members. Summer Camp registration starts April 26th. Summer
Camp will run starting June 1st from 9am to 1pm. There will be a folder in the Hallway marked Summer
Camp. Summer camp will be $25 per day. We ask for you to sign up for a 2 day minimum. We may be get-
ting lunch provided thanks to one of our wonderful families. Each week will have a different theme. For ques-
tions feel free to call or email me at any time. The Lacey Fun Fair is May 15th and 16th. If you haven’t signed
up for your publicity commitment yet, there are spaces available. There is an open house on May 21st from 5-
7pm at the preschool. There will also be a mini class on Saturday June 5th from 10am to 1pm. We will need
families to come show people around the preschool. We will be scheduling the last work party in June. This
will be the last chance to get your $40 deposit back. We will be having a Family Fun Fair on June 12th, 2010.
This will be a fun Saturday at the preschool. Details are still being worked out. But we are hoping for a fun
time for our students and their families. The last day of school will be May 27th for Tuesday/Thursday
classes and May 28th for M/W/F classes. Thanks everyone.

Anjee Zable soanjee@hotmail.com 406-208-2845
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Lacey Coop Parent Education Opportunities For May

Parenting Tools Lecture Series Presents:

Victoria Tennant Author of “Healthy Beginnings”

Nurturing Children’s Growing Minds and Calming Ourselves in Stressful Moments

When: May 12th, 2010, 6:30-8:30 pm

Where: Kenneth J. Minneart Center for the Arts at South Puget Sound Community College
Free Parking in Lot A ¢ For event information call 596-5293

Free onsite childcare provided for ages 3-12.

Must register for childcare by calling Marcie at HOCM 956-0818 x114

Teachers of Tomorrow club will be collecting new school supplies and backpacks for children in Kinship and Foster
Care. Donations gratefully accepted.

As a primary classroom teacher in the 1970’s, Victoria focused on ways to help children manage stress. Since 1983 she has re-
searched and presented information on the impact of stress and calming strategies to schools, parent groups, state agencies, child
care providers, therapists and other organizations. She is the author of Calming Ourselves in Stressful Moments™, helping
young children and their caregivers manage stress, published by Comprehensive Health Education Foundation www.chef.org.

Victoria has a private practice in Olympia, WA. as a certified practitioner in Resonance Repatterning®. Click here to visit the
Resonance Repatterning section in this website. She also has worked as a licensed Brain Gym® instructor/consultant,
www.braingym.org.

The Lecture Building Children’s Brain Power will address:
e Learn about current research on brain devel opment

e« Explore how experiences sculpt the brain

Gain practical applications for nurturing children’s gr
Whys do children need to sit less and move more?

What is the relation ship between what children eat and how they think, act and learn?

Why is it important not to teach a young child into print and paper pencil work before he or she is ready?

What is the impact of too much screen time on a child’s brain?

Learn some simple exercises that can “activate” the whole brain as well as help the brain to think better!

= =4 -4 -_a_a_-2

Learn a simple calming down Strategy!
**This lecture will count as your Parent Education Credit for May***

*

Mark your calendars now so you can attend the Parent Ed Lecture at the college. However, in the event that you are unable to
participate, other Parent Education Opportunities for May that count as a Parent Ed credit for the month are as follows:
...continued on page 4.

..continued from page 3.



http://www.chef.org/
http://victoriatennantconsulting.com/resonance-repatterning/
http://victoriatennantconsulting.com/resonance-repatterning/
http://www.braingym.org/
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Fill out the SPSCC Parent Education Activity Form after reading the article in this newsletter on Water Play and either
email it to me or put the hard copy in folder on the parent ed board. Download the SPSCC Activity Form off of the pre-
school website www.laceypreschool.org by clicking the Family Educator link. The link to this form is located on this page

I will also be sending out an online article called “Summer Fun” that will list activities to do with young children and places
to go. Along with this will be a list of 3 questions to respond to that you can email back to me or put a hard copy in my
folder.

If you missed the class meetings in March or the Parent Ed Block Fest Event at the college in February and have not yet
done an alternate activity for those months, I will be putting a note in your parent folder. Every month the options for Alter-
nate activities are in the newsletter, which include the online article. If you are new to the preschool and are not sure how
this all works please email me at karen0100@comcast.net or give me a call at 754-7711 ext. 4118.

Karen Anderson

...a hote from your Fundraising Team Leader

Thanks to everyone who participated in Pizza/Bingo Night. We raised about $350

ALL COOP BOARD INSERVICE JUNE 3% 9:15- 12:00
Where: LACEY COOP PRESCHOOL IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

Who Should Attend? Teachers and All Incoming Board Members

Every Year the College Sponsors a board in-service for all 4 Coop Preschools.

Board Members for the upcoming school year are required to attend as important and pertinent information is shared that
relates to the operations of the preschool, the relationship with the college, health and safety updates, and time spent creat-
ing the calendar of events for the new school year. The calendar will be printed in the new handbook inserts in June. This
will be the new boards first opportunity to meet as a group. The agenda for the meeting will be put in your parent folder.

Childcare will be available, however you must register in advance to reserve your spot.

Look for details on the upcoming flyer on how to register. Limited space will be available and children must be 2 years of
age to attend, as the classrooms are not set up to accommodate younger children. If your child is just a few weeks shy of 2
call or email Karen Anderson to see if an exception can be made. Because we need to pay the child care workers for their
time a fee for child care of $10.00 per child will be collected.

If you have any questions please contact Karen Anderson at karen0100@comcast.net.

College Purchases Water Table for the Classroom

Our preschool is so fortunate that the college is still able to give the Coop preschools some funds to go
toward purchasing materials for the classroom. Teacher Vicki had a Water Table at the top of her list of
priority list for the classroom. There were just enough funds from the college to purchase it! It should
be in the classroom by the time you read this newsletter.


http://www.laceypreschool.org
mailto:karen0100@comcast.net
mailto:karen0100@comcast.net
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What do Children Learn by Using a Water Table in the Clasdiand?

room?Submitted by Karen Anderson SPSCC Family Educator

Determine if there are two many children trying to use it at one time.
With the addition of the new water table, as a parent helper, there
will be opportunities for you to assist children to help extend Kiifthe teacher what the rule is about how many children can use
skills and concept development as they interact with the watgia@fighle at any given time.
the various props in the water.

. ) ) Help children remember the rul
The information in th ar tihpfel ERplaih habi€iSgetd on thé¥lodr i€ nots&edak thefidoh ther

i s
Curriculumo which is the ¢ Ugedohes ipperfand dudrlends dafralc ol | ege adop
Teachers to use in the Cooperative Preschools.

I f a child is not following th
The curriculum is all research based according to how childrenjearn v y | e i s about usi n g the wa
and is also developmentally appropriate, meaning that the aglgéigSback to you what the rule is, it helps them internalize the rule
presented to children are in line with where they are developggemi@)i.an remember it and take responsibility for their actions. If
and how they learn best. they have a hard time remembering the rule give them a choice to d

the right thing by saying, #A Y
Believe it or not, academic content is learned as children plaseateéhgber to keep it in the tub, or you can find something else in the
water table and we will expdloass rwhomittd splsaiyc hwiatnh.iégmpor t an
preschool classroom.

Here are examples of some guestions that you can ask a child while
As children engage in water play, they begin to make observatibrsvimter table to extend their learning.
classification, comparisons, measurements, and problem solving.
They discover that liquid can be splashed, poured and even Q3¢ 'w can you keep the water fr
They observe cause and effect when they observe which objgeist t | e 2 o
sink and float, they may observe that the amount of water remains
the same whether the container is thin and tall or short and wide.
Chil drends vocabul ari es expanvt\j/haats htahpepyenlse<';1V¥hnenwoyrodus qlickmé,t

funnel, deep, siphon, sieve, water wheel, or eye dropper.  _ )
A Why does this boat float, bu

As they experiment, parent helpers can help expand on their |lan- .
guage skills and concept development by asking them questibhs®ndt Ner e a way to make this p
by using words such as fimore, |l ess, or the same. 0 As a pa
you can help teach number concepts by having children couithowwonder what will happen if
many measuring cups are need to fill the big container, or tebich r ? 0

measurement by having children observe how many teaspoons of

water are needed to fill measuring cups of various sizes. Chifdsgmwillt sound does the water mak
also be exploring the concepts of weight and size as they pour and

fill things, as weI_I as speed and grav_ity as they pour water inﬁ_hﬁ ow does the pitcher of water
water wheel. Children are also learning how to predict what will hap-
pen and begin to use their executive functioning skills as thewﬁaak(?

a plan for what they want to do next. woul d happen i1 youeeeceece

,,,,,,,,,

Water play may involve dramatic play as children give the d(m Ba‘ﬂy ad 0 you knoweeeeceeeee?d

bath, or look for buried treasures at the bottom of the water tub. So- ) o

cially children also will be practicing self regulation by remenb¥épthgnissed the Parent Education Opportunities in February or
how to take turns, or what the rules are about using the watd//@{Bfeyou can use this article for a Parent Ed Credit for one of thos
They are learning about spatial relations as they play next toa@thgrDownload the SPSCC Activity Form off of the preschool
child. For example, are youWvepsigw.laerresclhooliprgligkingtge FanylyEdycator wh a t
close? They also learn about cooperation and problem solvifi§kasTii link to this form is located on this page. After reading the
figure out a way to use the water table as ®tying. with wa- article answers the questions on therfmurnan email your filled

ter can sooth a child who is agitated. It also helps develop th@ittifgm or put a hard copy in my folder at the preschool.

motor skills and eye hand coordination as they pour and measure

into various vessels which are the necessary foundations fordeaenivgnderson

to write.

As a parent helper, how do you keep water play from getting out of


http://www.laceypreschool.org
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: for the school. Those who participated in the bingo won some great prizes thanks to
: the generous donations collected by our parents from the businesses listed below.
Thanks to Kira Aker and her famllg for donating the food! Other parents that donated
Ezrlzes include Jill Miller, Anjee Zable, Paula Lake, Rebecca Dresch, Marissa Dobry,

obin |Krause, and Allison Morrell. Also, a big thanks to Robin Krause for cooking the
pizzas!

Thank you toe.

PlLLLLlLLLllLLllLlLLlll

Bingo Night Business Donations
Hands On Children's Museum

24 Hour Fitness

Party Lite

Charliebs Safari
Dinner's Done Right

: E!{g;lﬁﬂa}g Fundraising THAHK VOU
Chica's Restaurant

Leslie Connelly
Fundraising Team Leader"
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Dear Lacey Co-op Families,

What a wonderful and amazing year it has been! We have all come so far since the beginning of
the school year. All of you that have stepped up and worked so hard to make this school a better
place deserve a pat on the back. The children have learned so much this year and so, I believe,
have all of us parents. I want to say a special thank you to Karen Anderson, for all of her hard
work. Also, to Anjee Zable, who took over as Board Chair and did an amazing job. And of
course, this school wouldn’t be what it is without our two wonderful teachers. Thank you so
much to Teacher Vicki and Teacher Louise for always going above and beyond the call of duty
and for loving our kids so much. Thank you to all of you who have made each and every newslet-
ter a pleasure to do and I can’t wait to begin again next year. I hope to see some of you at the park
this summer and I can’t wait for another great preschool year to begin!!

Sincerely,
Your Newsletter Editor
Elizabeth Swanson




